
A Pastor’s Joyful note: 

On Saturday May 8, Bishop Duca in consultation with the Clergy 
Personnel Board of the Diocese of Baton Rouge (DBR), announced the 
appointment of Fr. Ryan Hallford as pastor of Holy Family Church, Port 
Allen, LA, effective Thursday, July 1st, 2021. 

Fr. Ryan, is a second career priest as he taught high school in our diocese 
for 5 years prior to entering Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans. He 
was ordained May 27, 2017 and is in his late-thirties. Praise God for a 
youthful leadership. 

In the last 4 years he has had 3 parish assignments each with an 
elementary/middle school included, giving him great training .  He has 
served on boards in the diocese and presently sits as Secretary of the 
Department of Evangelization for the DBR.  This critical role; cabinet 
level, helps coordinate religious education and spreading the gospel in 
DBR through parishes, schools and adult education.  

You may remember, Fr. Ryan’s first assignment as a priest was here at 
Holy Family Church for one year.  During that time he grew into the role 
of priestly minister and helped develop some of our RCIA program. He 
was popular at HFS when he visited and offered school mass.  He remains 
a very gifted preacher and teacher. 

I am proud to call Fr. Ryan a friend and brother priest.  I am humbled by 
his wisdom and profound knowledge of Church and history. He will be a 
good pastor at Holy Family.  But let me quote the very popular LSU Coach 
Kim Mulkey, “be patient, excellence takes time”.   This is Fr. Ryan’s first 
pastorship and he deserves patience and prayerful support.  God knows 
how many mistakes I made in my first pastor’s role, in 1993.   

God Bless Fr. Ryan and Holy Family as the Holy Spirit will guide the way.  

 


