
 
 

 

 
04 February 2023 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ of Holy Family Parish: 
 
I am writing to inform you that Father James Singarayar’s assignment as 
Administrator of Holy Family Parish ended on the last day of January 2023 this past 
week.  His superiors will give him another assignment outside of the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge when he returns from the Holy Land.  I know this has been a difficult 
time for Holy Family Parish beginning when your last pastor, Father Ryan Halford, 
took an unexpected leave from active ministry followed by the assignment of a 
Parish Administrator new to the diocese.  I hope this timely change will allow your 
parish to build a firm foundation once again.   
 
Currently, I do not have a priest available to assign as Pastor of Holy Family.  I will 
name a new Pastor this spring at the same time I make the other needed assignments 
for the Diocese.  This means that between now and late May, we will need to provide 
care for the parish with a pastoral team. Thus, I make the following announcements: 
 
I appoint Deacon Minos Ponville as Parish Life Coordinator overseeing the day-to-
day working of the parish and serving as the contact person for all pastoral or 
sacramental needs.  Along with help from my office, Deacon Ponville will contact 
priests to cover Sunday and Daily Masses for the Parish and for other sacramental 
needs. He will also guide the day-to-day work of the Parish Office.  Please give him 
your support and patience in this time of transition. 
 
In addition, I appoint Father Jamin David as the Priest Administrator overseeing 
the parish and school with the canonical authority and responsibility of a pastor.  
Father Jamin will interact primarily with Deacon Ponville and the parish staff, 
including the school principal.  He is not the priest to call for individual pastoral 
needs, however.  Deacon Ponville will be your contact for all day-to-day pastoral 
needs in the parish.    
 
Father Frank Uter, a retired priest of our diocese, will be able to cover many of the 
Sunday Masses and has committed to celebrating the services during Holy Week 
and Easter. I know that Father Frank’s presence will provide a feeling of stability 
until a permanent pastor is named.  Also, priests from neighboring parishes many 
from our community of retired priests will help with other sacramental needs as 
they arise. 



This is a temporary arrangement that will need your patience and support.   As soon as I am 
able, I will assign your new pastor.  I have always felt that Holy Family is rightly named due 
to the closeness of its parishioners.  In difficult times, families draw closer together, and it is 
their bond of love that allows them not just to survive but to thrive.  I am sure that what 
made you a strong parish will be your strength going forward.   Be assured of my prayers 
and support. 
 
In Christ our Hope, 

 
Most Reverend Michael G. Duca 
Bishop of Baton Rouge  
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